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This	   extremely	   rare	   archival	   program	   of	   the	   historic	   first	   ever	   Taekwon-‐Do	  
demonstration	   team	   to	   perform	   abroad	   was	   made	   possible	   by	   the	   gracious	  
generosity	  of	  Grandmaster	  C.K.	  Choi	  (Chang-‐Keun).	  Grandmaster	  Choi	  (K-‐8-‐11)	  was	  
a	  Pioneer	  of	   the	   “Original”	  Taekwon-‐Do	  and	  was	   responsible	   for	  assisting	  General	  
Choi	   Hong-‐Hi	   in	   1961	   with	   creating	   Gae-‐Baek	   Tul,	   the	   6th	   Korean	   Taekwon-‐Do	  
Pattern	   ever	   created.	   This	   occurred	   he	   was	   a	   young	   soldier	   assigned	   to	   the	   ROK	  
Army	  Training	  Center	   in	  No-‐San	  Korea.	  The	  following	  year	  Grandmaster	  Choi	  won	  
the	   first	   Taekwon-‐Do	   tournament	   in	   history	   to	   ever	   be	   held.	   When	   the	   civilians	  
rejected	  yet	  again	  the	  Taekwon-‐Do	  name	  for	  the	  new	  compromise	  name	  of	  Tae	  Soo	  
Do,	  he	  won	  that	  first	  championship	  as	  well.	  After	  he	  completed	  his	  military	  service	  
he	  was	  dispatched	  to	  Malaysia	  to	  assist	  with	  the	  spread	  of	  Taekwon-‐Do	  there.	  	  
	  
When	   the	   International	   Taekwon-‐Do	   Federation	   (ITF)	   was	   formed	   on	   March	   22,	  
1966	   in	   Seoul	   (south)	   Korea	   he	   was	   issued	   Main	   Gym	   Plaque	   #5.	   In	   1970	  
Grandmaster	  Choi	   opened	   the	   first	   Taekwon-‐Do	   school	   in	  Western	  Canada,	   in	   the	  
city	  of	  Vancouver.	  Grandmaster	  Choi	  traveled	  the	  world	  to	  spread	  Taekwon-‐Do	  the	  
Korean	   Art	   of	   Self	   Defense.	   He	   was	   an	   official	   member	   of	   the	   ITF	   demonstration	  
teams	   in	   1973,	   1978	   and	   1979.	   In	   1981	   Grandmaster	   Choi	   accompanied	   General	  
Choi	   to	   the	   Oceania	   region	   for	   the	   1st	   Pacific	   Championship.	   The	   following	   year	  
(1982)	   Grandmaster	   Choi	   was	   a	   member	   of	   the	   ITF	   Merger	   Committee	   that	  
successfully	  negotiated	  a	  merger	  agreement	  with	  the	  World	  Taekwondo	  Federation,	  
which	  due	  to	  politics	  was	  unfortunately	  never	  implemented.	  	  	  
	  
We	   thank	   Grandmaster	   Choi	   Chang-‐Keun	   for	   his	   lifetime	   devotion	   to	   the	   Art	   of	  
Taekwon-‐Do,	   an	  Art	  he	  helped	   to	  develop	  and	  promote	  globally.	  He	  also	  deserves	  
credit	  for	  preserving	  this	  archival	  document	  so	  that	  it	  can	  be	  made	  available	  to	  all.	  
Please	   be	   sure	   to	   properly	   credit	   him	   when	   sharing	   this	   rare	   program	   of	   the	  
historical	   March	   1959-‐demonstration	   team	   to	   Vietnam	   and	   Taiwan.	   Grandmaster	  
Choi	  can	  be	  contacted	  through	  www.taekwondopioneers.com.	  	  	  	  
	  
	  


